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What’s it like to be a principal?
April 29, 2019

By Kaisa Dawson and Molly Cheung, 
Staff Reporters

     Mrs. DeBell has been a 
principal for 5 years, in both 
elementary and middle 
schools. She loves her job, 
especially working with kids 
and seeing them excited to 
learn. Even though she is very 
busy and has a tight schedule, 
that doesn’t stop her from 
visiting classrooms and inter-
acting with students and staff 
during the day and after school.

Movie Nights at Olympic
Hills Elementary
By Kaisa Dawson, Staff Reporter

     Olympic Hills has hosted plenty of movie nights across the 
years, all organized by the Parent Teacher Association (PTA). 
The Movie Night Coordinator this year is Kalan, who has 1 
daughter currently attending the school. The PTA decides on the 
movies to watch, provides snacks, and pops the popcorn, 
though you can bring your own picnic dinner to share with your 
family. These events help raise money for the school, paying for 
snacks, teacher supplies and more. So far this year, the school 
has had 4 movie nights, featuring family friendly movies 
“Coco”, “Inside Out”, “The Incredibles”, and “The Lion King”. 

5th Grade, Best Grade
By Xander Voutilainen, Yobel Tsegay, and Abby Tewolde,
Staff Reporters

     Kids are happy to be in 5th 
grade because students in 5th 
grade are the oldest kids. Also 
kids learn a lot more than 4th, 
3rd, 2nd, 1st, and Kindergart-
ners. We interviewed two 
popular 5th grade teachers 
about what it’s like to teach 
5th grade. 5th grade teachers 
like 5th grade because they 
also learn more. They must be 
proud because they get to see 
their students move on to a 
higher grade. 
     The teachers we inter-
viewed are Mr. Deisler and 
Ms. Woods. It turns out they 
both have taught 5th grade for 
1   year.  When  we  asked Mr. 

Friday, May 17th

Doors open at 5:30pm

Mother’s Day Gift Idea
EGG CARTON CATERPILLAR
- Cut an empty egg carton in half the long way
- Turn it upside down so the bumps show
- Paint it green
- Add googly eyes and pipe cleaner attenae
- Add sequins, glitter, and other desired decoration

Continued on page 2

These movies are great for kids of all ages, with just the right 
amount of suspense, action and humor.
     Attendees add up to around 50 families each time with 
students, siblings, and parents alike. Many kids enjoy sharing 
blankets with their friends and 
family in order to enjoy the 
movie together.
     Our next movie night will 
feature “Moana” taking place 
Friday, May 17th. Doors will 
open at 5:30pm and the movie 
will begin around 6:00pm. A 
$5 donation is suggested for 
each family, though it is not 
required. All are welcome, 
and we hope to see you there!

Deisler why did he start teach-
ing 5th grade he said it’s 
because he likes kids more 
than adults. Ms. Woods said 
that she wanted kids who look 
like her to see a teacher who 
looks like them. Ms. Woods 
like teaching math and it’s 
also her favorite subject. Mr. 
Deisler said he likes history. 
Both Mr. Deisler and Ms. 
Woods like students who are 
caring and try to find answers. 
Mr. Deisler in 5th grade was 
introverted and shy, but Ms. 
Woods was happy to help 
others who were younger than 
her.   Mr. Deisler  said that the 

     Mrs. DeBell loves Olympic 
Hills for many reasons, mostly 
for the diverse and unique 
community. She says, “When 
you’re in a community with 
students of different back-
grounds, you learn a lot from 
each other.” She appreciates 
how both staff and families 
are involved in and caring 
about everyone’s education, 
supporting extracurricular 
activities, family events, and 
more.     

     Mrs. DeBell gave us some 
insight and advice as well on 
what to expect for middle 
school, as she once taught in 
one. She told us you have to 
be more responsible with your 
own work and assignments; a 
teacher will not always be 
there to guide you like they 
are in elementary school. You 
need to keep up with yourself 
and your grades.  In addition, 
when   you  have   6   different 
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Answer:



Student Appreciation

Why Run?

By Kaylee Boyer, Editorial Writer

By Lila Seda, Editorial Writer

OPINIONSOPINIONS

    Here’s the thing: I think that 
we should have a 3 minute 
warning to get to line. I have 
some reasons why. One reason 
is we usually are late to line so 
teachers are left waiting for 
students. By the time we get to 
line, teachers are angry at us 
students so we get in trouble. 
For a long time my class had 
to practice running to line 
because  we   didn’t get to line 

on time. My teacher said my 
class didn’t run to line, but 
some of my class did! We still 
ended up practicing. Another 
reason we should get a warn-
ing to walk to line is we get 
tired after running. When you 
are tired after running you are 
hot and sweaty. When you are 
hot and sweaty you get thirsty. 
Everyone runs to line so 
everyone  is   hot, sweaty, and 

     I think we should have student appreciation because without students, teachers would not really have a job. They would not get 
paid and without pay there would be no teacher appreciation. But I mean teachers are amazing and they do deserve to be appreciat-
ed. But so do students. It’s important to appreciate everyone who contributes.  I’m not saying we should have a fiesta, just a little 
appreciation for us students because we help too. Without us there would be no school for teachers to work at. At the same time, 
without teachers there would be no school for kids. Without both of us there would be an empty school where nothing happens 
and there would be no learning or teaching which we need to create a future for all of us. 

Would you like to know what’s in the mind of a first 
grader? Well we cracked the case. While we interviewed a 
first grader we found out some interesting stuff. Here’s a 
few questions we asked a first grader named Emma.
    Q: What’s it like being a first grader?
    A: It’s fun because we don’t have a lot of homework  
         and it is really thin and we used to have really thick 
         homework. 
    Q: Who’s your teacher?
    A: Ms. Chmielowiec
    Q: Do you like your teacher? 
    A: Yeah! Because she teaches fun things. 
    Q: Do you have anything you really like in class?
    A: Reading because most people are quiet so it’s     
         helpful because I can focus on my reading. 
    Q: What is your favorite book?
    A: Critter Club because it’s really interesting because     
         they take stray animals and that’s really nice.
    Q: Do you like Olympic Hills?
    A: Yeah, because it’s big and there’s a lot to explore. 

PRINCIPAL
Continued from page 1

5TH GRADE TEACHERS
Continued from page 1

hardest thing in 5th grade is to fit in all the work that needs to be 
done in one school day. 
     The 5th graders like our 5th grade teachers because they say 
they are kind, sometimes trusting, funny, and even understand 
us better than our parents. So thank you for being there for us, 
5th grade teachers. 

thirsty. When we get to the 
classroom we have to wait to 
get water. All of the class is 
not paying attention because 
we are thinking about drink-
ing water. When we don’t pay 
attention we don’t learn. The 
final reason is that we are 
always thinking about getting 
to line. We say, „Oh, recess is 
almost over, let’s not play that 
game,  we   don’t be   able   to 

finish”, but then we realize 
that we have plenty of time to 
play. But I guess you could 
argue that if you gave a 
student a warning we 
wouldn’t listen to the warning 
and keep playing. But the 
playground is really big and 
the big kid play structure is far 
from the line up spot. We 
really need more time to line 
up. 

teachers every day, they can’t 
get to know you as well. This 
is because they have a lot of 
other students to teach and 
can’t pay attention as much to 
students. This is different from 
elementary school because 
when you only have one main 
teacher per year, you get to 
develop a closer bond with 
them and they can get to know 
you as a person, and not just a 
student.
     Another  challenge  is  you 

don’t have much time to travel 
from class to class. In fact, 
you only have 5 minutes 
between bells. In that time, 
you have to not only pack up 
and get to your next class, but 
take care of other necessary 
things such as going to the 
bathroom or getting a drink of 
water. This may be tricky as 
your classes may be far away 
from each other.      
     On top of that, Mrs. Debell 
gave  us  some  advice.   Since 

things are going to be new and 
difficult, you have to perse-
vere and keep a growth mind-
set in everything you do. 
You’ll get used to it eventual-
ly. It’s OK to feel intimidated 
at first. Others feel that way, 
too, even if you can’t tell. It’s 
the first time for everyone!
     Her final tip was to have 
fun and be excited about 
school! Since you don’t have 
that secure and constant class 
community   anymore , try  to 

make some new friends by 
sitting with someone new at 
lunch, joining clubs and after 
school activities, and getting 
involved in the community at 
your school. She told us it is 
very important to have a place 
where you feel like you 
belong and people you can 
confide in to make you feel 
safe and secure. 
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Inside First Grade
By Leena Al-Binni and Giselle Steward, Staff Reporters


